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WELCOME TO THE 2009 LFCCM 

The LFCCM is delighted to announce further collaborative activity in 2009, building on the work in 
previous years with St Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey and Southwark Cathedral. We 
welcome Westminster Cathedral, HM Chapel Royal (St James’s Palace) and the Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea. Through these many and varied institutions the Festival is able to fulfil its primary aim of 
showcasing contemporary liturgical and organ music at the very highest levels. The Festival 
gladly records its thanks to James O’Donnell, Andrew Carwood, Martin Baker, Peter Wright, 
Andrew Gant and Ian Curror, likewise to their respective institutions. 

The LFCCM has been very fortunate in recent years to be able to commission a significant 
number of works through the generosity of individuals as well as funding bodies, and the 2009 
event is no exception. Deirdre Gribbin’s St Pancras Canticles, Francis Pott’s I will give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, and Paul Ayres’ Responses will all receive their world premières within the 
2009 LFCCM, and will be broadcast live during Choral Evensong by BBC Radio 3 on Wednesday 
13

th
 May. Timothy Dickinson’s New Work, based on Tallis’ well-known If ye love me, will be given 

its first performance on Sunday 17
th
 May and Scherzetto – Graham Ross, commissioned by 

James McVinnie, will receive its première at Westminster Abbey on Sunday 10
th
 May. The 

Festival also includes premières by Jonathan Dove, Cecilia McDowall, Patrick Hawes, Kerry 
Andrew and Robin Walker. 

The opening and closing concerts of the Festival provide rich opportunities for programming 
works which one would not usually encounter in services, and the 2009 concerts continue this 
theme. The opening concert, on Saturday 9

th
 May, by the Joyful Company of Singers (directed by 

Peter Broadbent) focuses on works by Jonathan Harvey (who celebrates his 70
th
 birthday in 

2009) and Kerry Andrew, and it is a pleasure to welcome Jonathan Harvey, who will be giving the 
pre-concert talk on this occasion. On Saturday 16

th
 May the Elysian Singers (directed by Sam 

Laughton) return to the LFCCM with a programme which juxtaposes the Lamentations of 
Jeremiah – Thomas Tallis, the London première of James MacMillan’s Tenebrae Responsories 
and the worldpremière of Paul Stanhope’s Exile Lamentations. The Finchley Children’s Music 
Group makes its debut at the 2009 LFCCM, and it is a particular pleasure to welcome this 
ensemble, which will be giving the London première of Michael Finnissy’s Mankind (Friday 15

th

May). Mike Westbrook and his ensemble return to this year’s Festival with a performance of 
Westbrook’s highly acclaimed Glad Day, to be given at St Paul’s, Covent Garden (Thursday 14

th

May).

One of the Festival’s important subsidiary aims is providing opportunities for composers to talk 
about their work. On Tuesday 12

th
 May John McCabe (celebrating his 70

th
 birthday in 2009) will 

feature in a conversation with Francis Pott before performing a selection of his own works for 
piano. Jonathan Dove (who celebrates his 50

th
 birthday this year) will be giving the pre-concert 

talk before a lunchtime recital of his works on Thursday 14
th
 May, and we mark James 

MacMillan’s 50
th
 both in the Elysian Singers’ concert and in another given by UCL Chamber 

Choir.

Education is an important aspect of the LFCCM at many levels. We are delighted once again to 
be able to include a composition and dance event featuring composers, choreographers and 
dancers from London College of Music and the London Contemporary Dance School. We also 
welcome choral scholars and students of keyboard and composition from Trinity College of Music, 
who will be performing new works within the context of Dupré’s Magnificat(op. 18) under the 
direction of Sean Farrell. 

The Festival acknowledges the generosity of many funding bodies, including St Pancras PCC, the 
Thanet Street Trust, the RVW Trust, the Holst Foundation and the Performing Rights Society 
Foundation, without which such a programme would be impossible. 

I look forward to the pleasure of welcoming you to the 2009 LFCCM. 
Christopher Batchelor – Artistic Director 

AIMS OF THE FESTIVAL

The Festival is now in its eighth year, fulfilling our principal aim of showcasing performances of 
recent and contemporary liturgical music and organ music at the very highest levels, both in the 
context of services and concerts. The Festival is a week-long event around St Pancrastide, running 
from 9

th
 to 17

th
 May. 

Our subsidiary aims are as follows: 

To encourage and enthuse people to experience such music in live performances, rather 
than through recorded media, 

To add to the living musical tradition through newly commissioned works, 

To provide a platform for composers to present and, hopefully, to discuss their work 

PATRONS OF THE FESTIVAL
TheRt Revd Richard Chartres – Bishop of London 
The Rt Revd Peter Wheatley – Bishop of Edmonton 

Michael Berkeley 
Diana Burrell 

Jonathan Dove 
Michael Finnissy 
Sebastian Forbes 

Alan Gibbs 
Jonathan Harvey 
Gabriel Jackson 
Cecilia McDowall 
James MacMillan 

Sir Peter Maxwell Davies 
Francis Pott 

Gregory Rose 
Robert Saxton 

Ian Wilson 
David Wordsworth 

(wp) = world première 
(lp) = London première  
(06) (07) (08) (09) = LFCCM commisions 

Booking tickets 
There are four ticketed events in this year’s Festival. To purchase tickets, please use the contact 
details below to obtain a booking form.  

web: www.stpancraschurch.org 
email: lfccm2009@gmail.com 

tel/fax: 020 7388 1461 

Details correct at time of going to print.
In the event of unforeseen circumstances there may be slight alterations to the programme. 
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