th

th

12 – 20 May

2007

at St Pancras Parish Church
Euston Road

London

NW1

The Festival is now in its sixth year, fulfilling our principal aim of showcasing performances of recent
and contemporary liturgical music and organ music at the very highest levels, both in the context of
services and concerts. The Festival is a week-long event around St Pancrastide, running from 12th
to 20th May.
Our subsidiary aims are as follows:
To encourage and enthuse people to experience such music in live performances, rather
than through recorded media,
To add to the living musical tradition through newly commissioned works,
To provide a platform for composers to present and, hopefully, to discuss their work
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I am delighted that we are able to build upon the very substantial successes of the 2006 Festival.
We have more than a dozen world premières, a rich array of international artists, and a growing
presence across London through collaborations with St Paul’s Cathedral and, in 2007, Westminster
Abbey.
Through the generosity of a number of patrons of the Festival we have an unprecedented fourteen
world premières. The diversity of these is also impressive, ranging from choral, through voice &
piano to solo piano. The LFCCM is about representing both emerging compositional talent as well
as the work of established composers in their prime. We are delighted to have been able to
commission evensong canticles from Gregory Rose (winner of the British Composer Awards 2006,
Liturgical Category), which will receive their première during a live broadcast of Choral Evensong
on BBC R3 on 20th May. Howard Skempton celebrates his 60th birthday this year, and we are very
pleased to be able to mark this with a short setting of one of the classic texts, Locus iste. Francis
Pott, recently appointed to a personal chair in composition at the London College of Music, and
who has enjoyed a number of successes at the LFCCM (especially The Cloud of Unknowing in
2006), celebrates his 50th birthday this year, and we are delighted that he is contributing a setting of
Auden’s As I walked out one Evening, to celebrate the poet’s centenary. It is a pleasure to
acknowledge John Joubert’s 80th birthday with a performance of In medio ecclesiae on 13th May.
Elizabeth Winters, a SPNM composer, has written a setting of Give rest, O Lord (most commonly
associated with the Kiev Melody), which we also look forward to hearing on 13th May. Ian Wilson
achieved much favourable coverage following his BBC Proms performance in 2006, and we are
delighted that Matthew Schellhorn will be giving the world première of two books of his Stations at
the 2007 LFCCM. Paul Ayres’ invitation to compose new works inspired by Handel, for chamber
organ, has reaped rich rewards, and his lunchtime recital includes four world premières.
We are delighted to welcome the award-winning vocal ensemble Tonus Peregrinus, directed by
Antony Pitts, who will perform the concluding concert on 19th May. The concert will focus upon the
works of Antony Pitts, including the world première of his cycle of the “I AM” sayings of Jesus.
The opening concert of the 2007 Festival will given by the Choir of Gonville & Caius College,
Cambridge, directed by Geoffrey Webber. The choir is renowned for its pioneering work with many
contemporary composers, and it is a pleasure to welcome them to the LFCCM, with a pre-concert
talk given by Richard Causton.
Within the 2007 Festival I am pleased to be able to announce a greater provision of evening
concerts, both of which have a unique flavour. Mike Westbrook is well-known in the jazz world, and
we are very pleased to be showcasing Mike Westbrook’s Glad Day, settings of the poetry of
William Blake to mark Blake’s 250th Anniversary, performed by Mike Westbrook, Phil Minton and
Kate Westbrook and the London College of Music Chamber Choir. A concert in the crypt of St
Pancras Church (which is also the venue for a major sculpture installation by Emily Young during
May and June) which features music associated with remembrance and reflections on changing
burial rites will add a further dimension to our evening concerts.
It is a great pleasure to include St Paul’s Cathedral and Westminster Abbey in the 2007 Festival,
and I wish to take this opportunity to thank Malcolm Archer and James O’Donnell as well as their
respective deans and chapters, for their particular contributions. Both institutions show a real
commitment to contemporary music. We look forward to the première of Missa Sancti Pauli by
David Bednall on Ascension Day and to the Abbey’s celebration of Blake in a new mass by
Stephen Hough later in the year.
The Festival wishes to acknowledge the financial generosity of a number of funding bodies,
including St Pancras PCC, the Thanet Street Trust, the RVW Trust, the Holst Foundation and the
Performing Rights Society Foundation, without which such a programme would not be possible.
I look forward to meeting you at the 2007 LFCCM. If you would like to join the mailing list or give
feedback about the Festival, you are most welcome to do so.
Christopher Batchelor
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