
WELCOME TO THE 2008 LFCCM 

In 2007, the LFCCM received many glowing reviews: The Church Times describing it as ‘the 
church equivalent of the BBC Proms’. With the Festival growing in both scale and esteem, 
the need for such an event has been powerfully underlined. As part of continuing expansion in 
2008 it is a pleasure to include collaborations with St Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey 
and Southwark Cathedral. The Festival is honoured to work alongside these major 
ecclesiastical institutions, and gladly records its thanks to their Organists, Messrs James 
O’Donnell, Andrew Carwood and Peter Wright, as well as their respective Deans & Chapters. 

In 2008 the Festival is delighted to welcome Sir Peter Maxwell Davies and James MacMillan, 
who have kindly agreed to become Patrons, and records its deep debt of gratitude to all who 
continue to serve in this capacity. The generosity of several Patrons and composers has given 
rise to five commissions, a further four world premières and several UK first performances. 
These include works by Arvo Pärt, Alan Gibbs and Humphrey Clucas; and we are delighted 
to include commissioned works by two of our founding Patrons, Sebastian Forbes and 
Michael Berkeley. Both have played vital roles through their encouragement and support 
from the outset. Both Michael Berkeley and his fellow Patron, Diana Burrell, celebrate 60

th

birthdays in 2008. It is a great pleasure to include a concert of Diana Burrell’s music within 
the Festival. Michael Berkeley’s new work will receive its first performance from the widely 
acclaimed Vasari Singers, at the opening concert on 10

th
 May, preceded by a talk by the 

composer. Sebastian Forbes’s St Pancras Canticles and Anthony Powers’s new work will 
receive their premières in a live broadcast of Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3 on Trinity 
Sunday. It is a pleasure to be able to include two new works by Peter Foggitt, one of an 
emerging group of Cambridge-based composers. His Sound the trumpet in Sion and Save us,
O Lord will receive their première performances on 11

th
 and 12

th
 May respectively. 

Messiaen’s towering contribution to church music is being celebrated across London in this, 
his centenary year. LFCCM’s particular contribution to this is a service on 14

th
 May, preceded 

by a talk by Messiaen scholar, Robert Sholl. The service includes Le Banquet Celeste and 
Messiaen’s famous setting of O Sacrum Convivium. The concluding voluntary will be 
Jonathan Harvey’s Tombeau de Messiaen, performed by Matthew Schellhorn. Since 2008 
also marks the 50

th
 anniversary of the death of Ralph Vaughan Williams, this service includes 

his ethereal Mass in G Minor. Vaughan Williams’s particular contribution to English 
hymnody will be marked in several services. 

Gothic Voices have been particularly successful over recent years in presenting mediaeval 
and contemporary music side by side. Their concert on 14

th
 will include a world premiere by 

Humphrey Clucas. The unique repertoire of the Choir of The Chapels Royal, has come about 
largely through the composition of works by the Master of the Queen’s Music, presently Sir 
Peter Maxwell Davies, and this will be reflected on 17

th
 May. The Raj Academy, a unique 

ensemble specialising in Sikh classical and contemporary music, will make its LFCCM debut 
the previous day, performing on an array of ancient stringed instruments; these will bring a 
further dimension to what promises to be our most interesting Festival so far. 

Education is an important aspect of the LFCCM: composers Simon Zagorski-Thomas and 
Paul Ramshaw lead an electro-acoustic workshop on 12

th
 May; composers, choreographers 

and dancers from the London College of Music and the London Contemporary Dance School 
present new works on 13

th
; while Karen Street and Paul Ayres lead a children’s jazz event at 

St Clement Danes Parish Church on 16
th
.

The Festival acknowledges the generosity of many funding bodies, including St Pancras PCC, 
the Thanet Street Trust, the RVW Trust, the Holst Foundation and the Performing Rights 
Society Foundation, without which such a programme would be impossible. 

I look forward to the pleasure of welcoming you to the 2008 LFCCM. 
Christopher Batchelor – Artistic Director 

The Festival is now in its seventh year, fulfilling our principal aim of showcasing performances of 
recent and contemporary liturgical music and organ music at the very highest levels, both in the 
context of services and concerts. The Festival is a week-long event around St Pancrastide, running 
from 10

th
 to 18

th
 May. 

Our subsidiary aims are as follows: 

To encourage and enthuse people to experience such music in live performances, rather 
than through recorded media, 

To add to the living musical tradition through newly commissioned works, 

To provide a platform for composers to present and, hopefully, to discuss their work 

The Rt Revd Richard Chartres – Bishop of London 
The Rt Revd Peter Wheatley – Bishop of Edmonton 

Michael Berkeley 
Diana Burrell 

Jonathan Dove 
Michael Finnissy 
Sebastian Forbes 
Jonathan Harvey 
Gabriel Jackson 

Cecilia MacDowall 
James MacMillan 

Sir Peter Maxwell Davies 
Francis Pott 

Robert Saxton 
Ian Wilson 

Oxford University Press 

(ukp) = UK première,
(i) = 2008 LFCCM commission, (ii) = 2007 LFCCM commission, (iii) = 2005 LFCCM commission 

Only three events in the Festival are ticketed: The Vasari Singers (10
th
 May),

Gothic Voices (14
th
 May), the Choir of the Chapels Royal (17

th
 May).  For these events the Festival 

is offering a concession of three tickets for the price of two. 

web: www.stpancraschurch.org 
email: office@stpancraschurch.org 

tel/fax: 020 7388 1461 

   Details correct at time of going to print.  In the event of unforeseen circumstances there may be slight alterations to the programme
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